
 
                

 
 

 
3 

 

UDC -31  
DOI https doi org 3-13 

 
THE POWER OF LEXICON IN SHAPING MILITARY NARRATIVE1 

 
 

 
Vasyl BIALYK 

 
Doctor of Philology, Professor 
Department of Linguistics and Translation 
Yuriy Fedkovych Chernivtsi National University  

 
-0001- -   

 

-
journalist

-
– –

– I -

-

content.

 
1 The Power of Lexicon in Shaping Military Narrative

: -
 , 2025  3-13 DOI: https://doi org 3-13  



 
52, 2025                                

 
 

 
 

 

Key words: . 
 

« »
-

–
–

.

–

  
 INTRODUCTION 

 

military language have mostly focused on the terminological 
aspect, in particular in the context of military documentation, command language, instructions, 
protocols and professional communication in the armed forces (Crystal, 2003; Fussel, 1975; Lerner, 
2013; Lytovchenko, 2019; Myking & Guttormsen, 2010; Ozymai et al, 2020; Shainer et al, 2022; 

-themed fiction remains less researched in terms of the impact 
 



 
                

 
 

 
5 

 

merous elements of military jargon, 

environment and often have a semiotic load associated with the cultural codes of military life (Allan 
; Fussell, 1  

- as a system of 
- 

expressive, emotionally coloured, situationally determined  
Accordingly, the researcher needs to have methodological tools to recognize and classify such 

 
In addition, it is important to analyse the structure of lexical items included in the military 

ve precision with emotional tension or 

the overall tone of the narrative, the shades of the author's assessment or the psychological atmosphere 
of the text (Bondarenko, 2002; Leech & Short, 2007; Tupytsia, 2018  

world of war - it serves as a tool for immersing the reader in a specific environment, forms an 
authentic atmosphere, increases the tension of the conflict, reveals the inner world of the characters, 
their social status, experience, and the level of adaptation to the conditions of war (Simpson, 1993; 

 
The 

intention, a means of reflecting socio-cultural reality, a tool for structuring the figurative system of 
r semantics, stylistic characteristics and 

functions in a text that researchers gain access to the deeper meanings of a work of fiction, the 

 

identifying the peculiarities of polysemy, semantic derivation, and interaction of lexemes within 
thematic groups (Boyko, 2011, 2018, 2020

units, their emotional colouring, and the speech acts in which they are implemented (Bekhta, 2020; 
, 2019  

n of new units, and a high degree of 
court- ) and 

emotionally marked units that arise within military jargon 
euphemisms that reflect the socio-cultural context of the army environment (

 

 influence the plot dynamics, narrative structure, 
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characterisation and the overall ideological message of the work (Leech & Short, 2007; Simpson, 
 
The purpose of this article is to clarify the functions and role of military lexicon in the novel 

 uscott IV as one of the factors shaping the narrative, ideological 
description 

s a means of 
conveying military them -  

The choice of the novel  
American journalist, writer and military analyst with deep personal experience of serving in the US 

gran
aware of the internal structure of the army, and this is reflected in the authenticity of the use of military 

 
 

character is Major Kara Guidry, a top lawyer in the Judge Advocate General’s office who faces 

is full of legal and military terminology, which creates an impression of complete authenticity of the 

 
– 

Thus, in the novel 
and turns into  

Research methods  uscott's novel 
War

 
The first stage of the study was the application of the method of continuous sampling of lexical 

Allan & 
;  

At the second stage, the structural method was used to analyse the internal organisation of 

English dictionaries, such as Merriam- Merriam-
 Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, 2023)

 the 
 

environment of lexical items in a literary text (Mosinyan et al  

jargon and slang, where the meaning of a wor  
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Particular attention is paid to component analysis, which allows to split the meaning of a lexical 
unit into separate semantic components (Nida, 1975

 
The key to the study was linguistic and stylistic analysis, which takes into account the stylistic 

load of lexemes, their expressiveness, connotations, and the rhythmic melody of the characters' 
speech (Leech & Short, 2007  In the context of the novel , this allowed us to consider 

 characters, a means of creating an atmosphere of tension 
 

At the final stage, discourse analysis was applied, focused on the interpretation of characters' 

 roles it represents, how 

It is especially important to take into account the gender aspect in the speech of the protagonist, 
military lawyer Kara Guidry

 

the novel from different points of view – semantic, functional, and socio-cultural, which ensured the 
 

  
 DISCUSSION AND RESULTS 

 

range from crime, 

fact that the lexicon of the novel 
some certain topics, namely: military, judicial, medical, etc

  
 

 
 

   
The military lexicon refers to military ranks, weapons, commands, vehicles, aircraft, army 

 

usage of various military ranks: 

LEXICON

Military

agents sructure

activity institution

Judicial

agents

legal acts

Medical

agents

structures
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rank as.”(p  13  
Heart of War –  

Army: 
“ sergean major…”   

lieutenant?” (i )  
  “Seven officers were empaneled, all of them senior to Randy, serving on the Army’s version 

of a jury: Two , three , and two majors  
 (

 229), corporal (   222),  
( 27),  (

  82), : 
general aides

brigadier generals
general – colonels majors

captains lieutenant , 
   

officers take in the US Army (   37;    , 
 19;     18; 

  
Another distinctive feature of military lexicon in the novel is the usage of lexical units to 

 27; ,  53;  23); 
premises ( “   25;   27; 
field”  ;  18); vehicles ( 

   -  -
 55), uniform (  28;  235; “ -

uniform”    

- , 
   ”to  198; “fire-

 dynamic and they indicate to various types 
of actions undertaken and are widely used throughout the narration creating the atmosphere of the 

 

graduated from the well-known and privileged military academy West Point, which in the text is often 
referred to as     

the Point
   

into four classes: the first-
known as sophomores aka Yearlings or Yukes, then come Juniors aka Cows, and, finally, in the fourth 

for a reader to understand the military-themed narrative: 
   

And then the author gives a picture of activities typical for this military institution: 
combat training platoon Recondo 

School st
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Hand-to-hand combat, night patrolling, helicopter assaults, night attacks through a swamp –
yearlings    

 

nce, the rank system in the US Army for non-
commissioned officers includes: master sergeant (pay grade E-7), sergeant first class (pay grade E-

- -
even these 

 
command sergeant major”   

are not non-commissioned officers and perform technical or skilled tasks in their military 
occupational specialty: 

spec-4    

   
   

staff judge advocate…”  115)  
JAG  

 [JAG – –  

 
Rule 703

  
Article 134    

Article 118 United States Code of Military Justice sub-
paragraph D     

    

 
hospital gurney”   

a needle vein”  
-

of lexical units in their word- -formative types of the 
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-

 
Both derivative and non-derivative words serve to nominate the major notions and ideas of the 

But the dominant feature of the lexicon under study is an ample use of all sorts of shortening including 
nd acronyms (op-

accounted for the fact of realization of the law of language economy, on the one hand, and the 
 

“There were a couple of small scars on his chest and stomach, where splinters of wood 
penetrated his BDU’s and left their marks   

- company reunion”   
UH-60 Blackhawk helicopter General 

the chopper pad” (  55)  
    “Ed’s uniform jacket was hanging on a jacket stand, the stars on his epaulets gleaming in the 

dim light   
Training and 

Doctrine the TRADOC Analysis Center Command and General Staff College”                     

  
 

 
       

ion
 

The stylistic peculiarities of the novel are first and foremost aimed at revealing not only the events 

 

LEXICON

official slang
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solemnity, formality:  
“  from th  

headlights on,  standing at attention r next to each   
“Bernie, your men hit the line of departure at zero-two-   
 “  Randy Taylor was standing at the coffee maker at 0700 when he looked out the 

window and saw a group leaving    

 

characters, or historical events:  
“Outside, the sky over the French Quarter had turned a strange ocher color, flooding the room 

with yellowish light   
“She stood, and    

in the novel: 
“The men who  the Army did 

  

procedures: 
“Sir,  

  

 
“They choppered   
“Everything that we’ve worked for will   

  
“I ” (  129)  
“It’s real - alert till they hit the 

, then they’re going  and give them ops orders and 
the   

 
“Frank, this thing is a frame that   
“I talked to the colonel in charge of the ROTC program  
“I’ll  
“I’ve got my POV   

the E-   

dictionaries or encyclopedias (Oxford Dictionary, Merriam – 

– 
With this knowledge a reader can easily grasp the m
like ROTC are military terms (Reserve Officers Training Corps), POV (privately owned vehicle as 

- -

D- -ring means the most privileged part of the Pentagon out of other 
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 CONCLUSIONS 
 

 

 
Secondly, the complexity of lexical unit’s structure varies from non-derived words to derived, 

compound words and word-
in creating the lexical content of the narration and are the tools of characterization of the protagonists 

 

 

 Lexical items  considered from the 
perspective of cognitive linguistics, which allows us to study mental models, concepts, and metaphors 

up new perspectives in analysing  
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