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The article explores the symbolic properties (meanings) of the initial combinations of consonants 
(phonesthemes) in modern German by the example of the analysis of the phonesthemic lexicon, which 
denotes the lexemes representing “speech”, which, in their morphological structure, are verbs.  
The symbolic properties of phonesthemic lexicon were studied using component and statistical methods, 
namely component analysis of the corresponding lexicon definitions; chi-square criterion, and the 
coefficient of mutual collocability. 

The objective symbolic meanings of the initial phonesthemes, investigated using the 
component methodology, illustrate a statistically significant phonetic-semantic relation. It has been 
established that 22 out of 29 German phonesthemes represent the sound-symbolic meaning of 
speech. Quantitative research methods enabled us to find out that 14 phonesthemes (br-, bl-, fl-, kl-, 
kr-, kn-, pl-, qu-, v-, t-, pr- p-, n-, m-) demonstrate statistically significant relation to the 
meaning of speech. Grammatical category that possess the strongest potential for associative-
symbolic meanings in the category “speech-act verbs” are verbs: sprechen ( 2=28,95; K=0,1), 
flüstern ( 2=8; K=0,05), plaudern ( 2=121,7; K=0,16), brabbeln ( 2=38; K=0,11), brüllen ( 2=35; 
K=0,11), schwatzen ( 2=7,3; K=0,05) stottern ( 2=17,3; K=0,08). 

The study of phonesthemes of speech-act verbs also revealed predominance of the phonemic 
clusters of consonants with [ ] as a lead phoneme whose phonesthemic lexicon represents value “chatting, 
blether” and “screen, scream” ( v-, bl-, pl-, kv-, r-, n-, p-, l-, kl-kr). 

The study of the symbolic and functional properties of the initial phonesthemes of the relevant 
phonesthemic lexicon has taken into account psycholinguistic and statistical techniques based on lexicon 
material and various texts. 
Key words: speech-act verbs – VERBA DICENDI, phonosemantics, phonestheme, sound symbolism, 
symbolic meanings, phonesthemic lexicon. 
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   .       ,    
       ,  : 

   (   ’   ). 
   .  80    

 [1, . 412],       ,  
      (  25  ),  

    (br-, bl-, fl-, kl-, kr-, kn-, pl-, qu-, v-, t-, pr-, p-, n-, m-  .). 
           

,    ,    ,   
  [13; 14].        

     ,      
         . 

 ,          ,  
  « »      ,     

        . 
        

   ,    ,  :  
(sprechen, flüstern),  (klatschen, brägeln), ’  (predigen);  

     (quatschen, quasseln, schwafeln, blödeln, 
brüllen, schnorren…); ,    ,  :   
(stammeln, stottern…),  (schwafeln, brüllen), ,  (brabbeln, blubbern, 
brummen),  (flüstern),   (schwadronieren, schnattern, quasseln, 
plappern…),  (schmeicheln, schmusen…),  (drucksen…),  
(plappern, quasseln); ,    (quaken, krächzen, qlucksen, 
schwadern, schnarren…)      (plaudern, 
schwatzen, klönen…). 

    (85  )  -
   -  ,   
  (      2  

   ),       1, 2.  
,         ,  

     . 
 

 1 
    

    
   

 
  
 . 2,  

1 , 
 

 

blödeln, plaudern, schlappern, 
klönen schwatzen, plappern, 
quasseln, quasen, quatschen, 
schmusen, schnattern, 
schwafeln, schwabbeln, flöten, 
schwatzen, spinnen, 
schlabbern, flüten, schwadern, 
quackeln 

20 2=26,7 
=0,07 
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2 , 
, 
 

brüllen, plärren, kreischen, 
schreien, krakeelen, 
schnauzen, quäken, quieken, 
quietschen 

9 2=4,8 
=0,05 

3  brägeln, klatschen, pfeifen, 
schwatzen 

4 2=3,87 
=0,01 

4 , 
 

klatschen, schwatzen, 
pfeifen, prahlen, 
schwadronieren, quackeln 

6 2=4 
=0,01 

5 , 
 

schmähen, schmälen, 
spotten, schnauzen 

4 2=3,9 
=0,01 

6  spaßen, spielen, spinnen 3 2=4,2 
=0,01 

7  schmeicheln, schmusen, 
schranzen, schwänzeln 

4 2=4,5 
=0,03 

 2 
    

    
   

 
  
 . 2,  

1  brummen, greinen, quarren, 
knurren, schnurren, 
schwirren, quackeln 

7 2=10,7 
=0,04 

2 , 
  

drucksen, schwingen, 
schwanken, knittern, 
knütschern, knüllen, 
stammeln, stottern 

8 2=15,1 
=0,05 

3 , 
, 

, 
 

blubbern, gluckern, quaken, 
glucksen, bluffen, krächzen, 
stöhnen, quengeln, stänkern, 
schnarren, schwadern 

11 2=14,4 
=0,05 

4 , 
, 

 

brabbeln, schwätzen, 
stammeln, stottern, flöten, 
flüten, schnorren 

7 2=9,7 
=0,04 

 
 ,          

,   ’    .     
    (50 .)   ’ ,   

i   i i  « »  i    
  [ ]. 22       ,   

v-   ( 2=49,6; =0,13). ,   l-, n-, m-, v-, r-, p- 
  i       ,   

   : « », « », « », « », « ». 
        33  

    [ ]      [r], [l], [n] –    
    .    [r]   

       .   
,           

  .  
    sprechen, flüstern, schwören, plädieren, predigen  

 « »           
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,    -     
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 ,     ,   -  
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     sprechen     
          , 
 , ,   ,   ’     ,   
   . 

  '        
 ,   « »   '     
,    ,  , ,  , 

 ,  .       
    ,    (plaudern ( 2=121,7; 

=0,16), flüstern ( 2=8; =0,05), schwadronieren ( 2=8,4; =0,05), blubbern ( 2=5; =0,03), brüllen 
( 2=14,6; =0,05), quaken ( 2=13,7; =0,05), stottern ( 2=15,1; =0,05)),   (sprechen 
( 2=35,7; =0,08), flüstern ( 2=26,7; =0,07)),  (sprechen ( 2=10,8; =0,05)),   

   (brabbeln ( 2=38; =0,11), brüllen ( 2=35; =0,11), stottern ( 2=17,3; =0,08), 
flüstern ( 2=13,4; =0,05), flüten ( 2=6,1; =0,03), sprechen ( 2=9,8; =0,04)),   (sprechen 
( 2=8,3; =0,05), flüstern ( 2=5,7; =0,04), brüllen ( 2=4,8; =0,05)),   (sprechen 
( 2=28,95; =0,1), plaudern ( 2=25,2; =0,07), quasseln ( 2=5,9; =0,04), schwafeln ( 2=7; =0,05), 
schwatzen ( 2=7,3; =0,05), stottern ( 2=6,7; =0,05), blödeln ( 2=11,2; =0,05)). 

       
 2      (blödeln ( 2=10,7; =0,04), brabbeln ( 2=13; 

=0,05)),  (blubbern ( 2=4,4; =0,03), schwafeln ( 2=4,4; =0,05)),    (flöten ( 2=97; 
=0,13)),   (sprechen ( 2=14,7; =0,05), flüstern ( 2=9,7; =0,04), 

prädieren ( 2=9,5; =0,04)).        
  . 

  ,        
  (      ),  

      sprechen   ( =0,2), 
 ( =0,4),   ( =0,24).  flüstern  

      ( =0,1)   ( =0,05);  
  brummen, brabbeln, blubbern   : brummen 

     ( =0,08),  ( =0,04),  
( =0,03); brabbeln –   ( =0,08),  blubbern –    
( =0,05).  ,     plaudern, quatschen 

         
 (plaudern K=0,03)      (  

quatschen =0,04; =0,06).    « »,      
         . 
,        

   plaudern  ,       
 –   brabbeln, brüllen.          
 flöten.  

         
 (   )  (1; 2; 3; 4)     

   « »    . ,  
  sprechen           

 ,   flüstern     .      
-        ,  

 ’  « - ». 
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The article deals with stylistic analysis of coloristic vocabulary indicating the color yellow and its 

shades in short stories by Nadiika Herbish. It has been determined that color tokens in the texts of her 
collections "Warm Stories for Coffee" and "Warm Stories for Chocolate" have vivid features, the study of 
which will contribute to a deeper understanding of function of colornames in creation of artistic text, as 
well as their role in formation of the individual style of Nadiika Herbish. 

The author presents three thematic groups of yellow in her stories: 1) household items; 2) light 
sources; 3) natural phenomena. It has been determined that the colorname "yellow" and its equivalents, in 
particular "golden" are used in the positive meaning "sunlit, solar". Semantic structure of the colorname 
"golden" (" ") is enriched by using suffixes that mark a trait as incomplete: "- -",  - -" 
( , ), particles like gilded ( ), nouns like gold ( ). Epithets like 
"vanilla lanterns" and "sand cookie-colored houses" indicate that yellow contributes to creation of not only 
visual, but taste images as well. 

It has been proven that yellow has a considerable number of shades with names that have a 
transparent semantic-morphological structure. Warm shades of yellow that are named after objects and 
phenomena of objective reality, indicate their color quality indirectly and by gradation: hot yellow 
" " – orange " ", ginger " ", tangerine " ", ripe persimmon 
"  ". The origin and semantics of these colors is analyzed. It is proven that in works by 
Nadiika Herbish the colorname "orange" is the most actively used. Three thematic groups of the adjective 
"orange" are identified: 1) color of fruits; 2) interior of a room; 3) colors of nature (autumn). 


