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The paper considers the significance of gender identity explication in a plot development of a 

literary text. Verbal means of feminine identity representation are viewed as elements determining the 
contents and succession of plot events. The traits of character traditionally ascribed as female are treated 
as arising from deep-rooted stereotypes and are examined within patterns of postmodern outlook. 
Feminine identity in the novels under analysis boasts of multiplicity of signifiers where direct 
nominations, implied semantic components, stylistic devices come out as most effective. The concepts of 
agency and connectedness serve the matrix within which feminine and masculine characters are treated as 
bearing stereotyped features. The study of Ann Oakley’s novels “Matilda’s Mistake”, “The Men’s Room”, 
and “A Proper Holiday” proves that the scope of events and the way of their narration are derived from the 
socially and culturally approved system of values, beliefs, morals etc. traditionally attributed to women. 
The impact of postmodern philosophy upon the analysed texts is traced in the transformations of female 
characters where the elements of agency and connectedness are often interchanged and intertwined. The 
research results in singling out three types of female personages functioning in A. Oakley’s literary texts: 
a “liberated” woman free from patriarchal limitations of female self-expression, longing for authority and 
career success; a “natural” woman deep in her inner world, feelings, sensations, not caring much for her 
marital or parental obligations; a “traditional” woman bound to family obligations, concerned with 
childbearing and caregiving, religiously obedient and socially passive. The three types trigger the plot 
collisions and make the narrative evolve. 
Key words: character, feminine, identity, plot, postmodern. 
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  –   .   «gender 

as difference» («   »)    «gender as diversity» («   ») 
[3];   «gender as structure» («   ») ’  «gender as 
performance» («   ») [13].     

,     male ‘breadwinner’  female ‘caregiver’  : «this was 
more a feature of previous generations than of contemporary life» («     

 ,   ») [13, c. 815]. ,   . . , 
        [2, c. 93]   
    .    , , 

,    –     – 
       (Ann Oakley). 
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 :      “The Men’s Room”, 
“Matilda’s Mistake”, “A Proper Holiday”;       
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      –  –  ’  
         .  -

 ,    « »  ,     
«    » (life story coding system) . . ,    

        « » (agency)  
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« »   ,       « , 
’ » (c mmunion) [4],       -   

   , ,       . 
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    ’        
,          

;    ,      
,     ,    

. ,        . 
            

         
      ,     

           
( ., .,   ,      ’  (connectedness), 
  –          [9]). 

          
 [8],       –  

-        , ,   
  « »  « »  . ,     

     . . 
            

,    [21],     ’    
  .   ,    

      , ,  ,   
 .       ,   

 « »      
, ’   (   )   , 

   (   ,  « ’ »).    
   ,           , 

           [7].    , 
          .   

   .          
,      -   , 

 ,            
 [6],    ’      , .  
  ,         .  
        .   

        ,    
      ,      

 .   ,       



136 
 

    ,     , 
 -  [11],     ,  , 
, ,   ,     

  .        “Matilda’s Mistake”: 
“the unreachable archetype: a woman of both the female and male worlds, swanning her way between the 
two with a rare verve and poise” [19, c. 37].    ,   

    ,       . 
     ,      -

   ,   -         
   – .  ,     . 

,      « »     
    : 

Matilda knows exactly what she wants William for – sex, humour, a cinema companion and an 
occasional repair man. As this is still very much the era of AIDS, she also appreciates being able to have 
reasonable trust in the fact that William won’t give her anything she doesn’t want to have. For his part, 
William lacks Matilda’s thorough understanding the politics of heterosexuality, but likes her, finds her 
interesting, imaginative in bed; and, a great plus, at least at the beginning – she seems to be different from 
all the other women he knows, because she isn’t looking for a husband or for a baby-maker [19, c. 39-40]. 

         (a husband)   
(a baby),            . ,  

     (sex, humour, a cinema companion and an occasional 
repair man).     ,    ,    

. 
           .  

     ,        
,        ,  .  

  ,       .   –    “A Proper 
Holiday”: 

Dodo lifted her fingers to her own face and felt its curves and lines. It was a full, round face: like a 
moon, she thought. Her finger found the crater of the chicken-pox scar above her left ear – she’d had it 
very badly when she was sixteen, just before she and Crispin got together. Thank God, she’d never been 
very vain. A pleasant, ordinarily nice face was what she’d got and it was good enough for her. She didn’t 
bother much with make-up, and she wore her hair in a totally unhighlighted Cleopatra bob [17, c. 26]. 

 ,      .   ,     
 (it was good enough for her).         

 .,   «   » (human beauty values (HBV)) – 
,  .   .  [14].     ,  

    ,       
  [22]. 
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     .    “The Men’s Room”  
    ,   : 
Mark ran. “She tried to kill me,” he repeated to himself. “Charity tried to kill me.” As he said it, 

he became increasingly impressed by what had happened. He had been made a victim. A crime had been 
perpetrated against him. Charity had committed a public offence, an inexcusable, even illegal act. What 
she had just done to him wasn’t allowed. It was against the law. There you are, it was actually against the 
law for anyone to behave like that! He felt vindicated, triumphant. By running her car on the pavement 
and trying to kill him, she had made irrelevant all his own actions against her, for whatever he had done, 
however bad it was, it had at least not been contrary to any law. By becoming a victim, he was ultimately 
victorious. Her anger put him in the right [19, c. 14]. 

        –  , 
 ,      ,   

.    ,      ,  «  » 
(illegal act) –    .  ,   (By 
becoming a victim, he was ultimately victorious),      : 

    ,  .    ( ) 
 , ,   ,     
  (By running her car on the pavement and trying to kill him) – ,  

   .       ,   
 ,     .     

  .   «  » [5],    
         

. 
 ,        
, .           ,   
,   ,      (« ’ »)   

, ,     ,   ’   .    
(Bilge) –  ,  , ,   ,    

     : 
When Bilge had taken her leave of Manya at last, she had wanted to uncover the whole of her little 

body and touch and kiss every bit of it. She’d seen this in the wild: in the nosing and petting and worrying 
of a stillborn lamb by a sheep, even in the desperate rasping of a mother cat’s tongue over the body of a 
kitten. It was as though enough kissing and moving will bring the body back to life. A mother’s touch 
could mend limbs, infuse air into sagging lungs, and start thick red blood beating round veins again. 
A mother’s love and only that! [17, c. 200]. 

      ,    .  
      (She’d seen this in the wild),  

   ,   -  (mother cat)   (sheep),     
 ,     .  , ,   

«  » (“spoilt people”) [17, c. 197], «     » (“sick 
and stupid and selfish”) [17, c. 198],             (“fit to 
be parents”) [17, c. 198].         

     ,      
     : “Moslem education that really would equip them [children] to be 

citizens of the world” [17, c. 197].    ’  –     
,    ,  ,   «  
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