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Peculiarity of linguistic expression of the sociocultural identity of modern Afro-American women 
essay writers through the prism of anthropocentric paradigm. 
The article explores the main aspects of the linguistic expression of the sociocultural identity of modern 
African- 

American women essay writers through the prism of an anthropocentric paradigm. Within the 
anthropocentric paradigm of text analysis, the study of the sociocultural identity of its author is envisaged. 
In the research presented, the term "sociocultural aspect" is interpreted as a synthesis of culture, race, and 
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gender that, through certain linguistic means, has its expression in African-American women's prose. And 
since these concepts are a reflection of the author's point of view in the work, they should be considered 
from the anthropocentric perspective. The anthropocentric paradigm is considered as a combination of 
language tools that allow to analyze texts given their intralinguistic and extralinguistic parameters, which 
include culture and gender. 

Sociocultural identity is understood as a concept that includes the author’s point of view, given 
his/her culture and gender. The study of fiction in the socio-cultural aspect involves the study of social and 
cultural factors. Thus, the sociocultural and sociolinguistic parameters of the linguistic units functioning in 
the African American women’s essay and their impact on the expression of sociocultural features of 
African Americans are examined. In this aspect, interconnection of speech and society are studied. 
Culture, race and gender are influenced by the choice of linguistic units and the importance of a particular 
speech style. The socio-cultural author’s identity is implemented through the linguistic means used in the 
works. In sociolinguistic studies, language is seen as a means of reflecting the cultural characteristics of a 
particular society.  
Key words: anthropocentric paradigm, sociocultural identity, gender, feminism, essay writing. 
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(1) And when they look into your eyes, you just melt [13, c. 8]. –      

        . 
(2) We would finish breakfast in a glow of family life […] [13, c. 47]. (3) His gentle hands and 
familiar body had become in those seconds the shelter of an enemy [13, c. 48]. (4) I had placed my life 
within the confines of my marriage [13, c. 49]. –        

, ,     ,    . ,   
        . 
        : 
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(5) The outburst caught me as unexpectedly as an upper cut [13, c. 47]. (6) Anger generally rendered my 
husband morose and silent as a stone [13, c. 47]. –    ,   

,      .  
             

 : 
(7) I remember childhood as time in anguish, as a dark time – not darkness in any sense that is stark, 
bleak, or empty but as a rich space of knowledge, struggle, and awakening [13, c. 152]. (8) I was terrribly 
lost in an inner darkness as deep and thick as the blackness of those nights [13, c. 152]. –   

    «  ». 
         : 

(9) […] he had never spoken to with such cold anger [13, c. 47]. (8) […] I saw my now dying marriage 
[…] [13, c. 49]. –   ,        “cold anger”  “dying 
marriage”. 

,          . , 
,        : 

(1) I think about the Black women who never landed who are still swimming open-eyed in the sea 
[13, c. 122]. (2) […] a gender/racial war in which everybody would lose, if we lost, and in which 
everybody would win, if we won [13, c. 122]. –  ,    

       ,   . 
        ,  

 ,          : 
(3) Such writing is not an anchor that we mistakenly cling to so as not to drown. It is writing that truly 
rescues, that enables us to reach shore, to recover [13, c. 158]. –    -

      . 
        ,  

      : 
(4) […] white men […] – whether in films or in person – offered man as dominator, as killer, and always 
as hypocrite [13, c. 9]. (5) Unadmitted was the sense of strangulation I had begun to feel, or the insidious 
quality of guilt for having a white husband, which surrounded me like an evil aura wnen we were in public 
[13, c. 49]. (6) The cold game of equality-staring makes me feel like a thin sheet of glass: white people see 
all the worlds beyond me but not me [13, c. 175]. –  ,      

 ,      . 
,        : 

(5) […] textbooks with cheery pictures of neat, gay-colored life-among-the-white-folks [13, c. 114]. 
       .   

      ,         
 : 

(6) As for the Men in the world of School – the little Bright ones looked through me as if I happened to 
inconvenience their vision […] [13, c. 114]. (7) […] they treated me as though I were transparent 
[13, c. 174]. 

      -   .   
       : 

(1) A friendship as innocent as ours was a threat to social order [12, c. 117]. (2) The fears of the 
older generation visited us, gathering speed like those winds in the tunnel of winter [12, c. 117]. –  

       .    
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