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As the language of the analytic system, English 
has great creative potential  for the 
development of conversion as a highly 
productive form of word formation. We 
interpret conversion as a morphological 
transposition with a word-forming character 
within the framework of transposition theory. 
Our study deals with new conversives in the 
English fields of medicine, sport and 
household. We selected 329 examples of 
neologisms from the dictionaries. The study 
emphasises the 1950s and 1970s as a reflection 
of human life in the middle of the 20th century. 
This period was characterised by enormous 
social changes as a result of the Second World 
War and the rapid economic development of 
the post-war period. While we describe the 
20th century as a period characterised by a 
further leap in the development of society, we 
describe the 2000s-2020s as the era of 
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advanced computer technologies and global
catastrophes faced by modern man. 
It has been established that the emergence of 
conversives depends on the field under study: 
A greater number of new words were recorded 
in the field of medicine and sport (212 
conversions) than in the field of everyday life 
(117 conversions). The results of the study 
show that conversion serves not only to 
replenish the vocabulary of the language, but 
also to recreate the conceptual picture of the 
world of the English-speaking society at a 
certain stage of history. A comparative 
analysis of the conversion-novelties in two 
time periods shows that the conversion-
neologisms reflect the development of man in 
society, reflect the achievements in science, 
technology and art, and reproduce the global 
problems of mankind in the second half of the 
twentieth century and the beginning of the 
twenty-first century.
Key words: conversion, neologism, medical, 
sports and household sector, linguistic 
creative potential.   
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-

(The Morrow, 1982; The 
Facts, 1985; The Oxford Dictionary, 2010; Webster's, 2016). 

1950–1970-
-70-

-

-

–2020- – 

-

-

- -
-

to homotransplant (< 
(< 

to clone,
clone



8, 2024 

108

-

-70-

-
overdose

reds, 
whites, , ,
( )  ( ), : „Whites’ effects on the user 
depend on the strength or potency of the THC they contains” (Guardian, October 1973); „Reds
contain essentially the same active ingredients found in marijuana, except in more form” (Daily 
Express, November 1978).  

blow, to blow „ ”, 
, - : „Lynda called it "crap blow" and John had it more often than not” (The 

Washington Post, March 1968). blow
to blow

,
, : „Soon after this, a new, cheaper form of cocaine emerged called crack 

cocaine that was more accessible to blow” (Daily Express, April 1972). ,
EMCDDA –

,
 (https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/index_en). to down, to mainline, to freak,

to line, to speedball . line
mainline

to mainline „ ”, - :  „You can 
tell from scars that he has been mainlining recently” (The Washington Post, January 2013).
speedball  „ ”

to speedball „ ”, : „Because the 
stimulant effects of cocaine wear off far more quickly than the depressant effects of heroin or 
morphine, fatal respiratory depresssion often occurs when drugs are speedballed in isolation” (New 
Musical Express, November 2009). crack „ , ,

” to crack „ ”, - : „Over there, a pair 
of dudes crack up on the corner, sucking in poison from a glass pupe, straightening up to the rush of 
crystallised death” (New Musical Express, July 2016). :
crack u  „ ; ”, 

crack :
 – ,

, .
, pipe „ ”

 „ , ”, 
to pipe „ ”, : „I’ve had to sell everything. Every 

night I spend at least $60 on rock, sometimes more than that. When you pipe you can’t sleep” (The 
Observer, July 2008).  

’
. – , .

- -
slim,

slim „ , ”, - : „Because it is the skilled elite who have most ey 
spend womanising, it is this group which is suffering the worst ravages of slim” (Independent n
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Sunday, April 2000).
– buddy –

workers. It assigns buddies to visit sick people individual basis” (Cosmopolitan, February 
2001). to buddy „ , ”: „ n
controversial issue within the Trust is the buddying of PWAs (people with AIDS) whose contact with 
the illness has m  from sharing the needles used for drug-taking” (Cosmopolitan,  2004).  

acupuncture to 
acupuncture
box - to box
heard Tim Robinson has boxed” (Spencer, 1993, c. 347). grey „ ”

to grey, ,  „ ”: „Chambers was a pleasant-
looking man, with aristocrativ face, greying brown brown hair, and n endearing enthusiasm” 
(Sheldon, 1998, c. 61); „Tim’s beginning to grey at the temples” (Sheldon, 1998, c. 402).

’
. to grey „ ,

”, - : „At current birth rates the populations of Finland, of Norway  and of Sweden 
are set to grey and then to decline in ihe twenty-first century” (Daily Express, November 2017); „As 
you know, Russia has greyed in the last twenty years” (Independent, une 2018).  

-70-
- to dummy a turnover

a breakfall -
- to error

– 
-

percentage and not to error need to shoot hundreds of free throws” (The Observer, July 2018).
bump-and-run to run

to wide,
wide

- Wide 
balls are considered to be the fault of the bowler, and to wide means to record against the bowler”
(Daily Express, July 2006).

-
body-surfing, car-surfing,

snowboard, sand-surfing to body-surf surf
body

body
to sand-surf sand ( ), 

: „The practice to sand-surf is pretty similar to other board sports, because it is done by 
riding down a sand dune on a board” (Daily Express, July 2006).

 50-70- ,

 ( , , , ). 
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to cheese cheese -

-
glad to see him at all” (Fleming, 1993, c. 229) -

credit card plastic money
plastic plastic

plastic „ ”, - : 
What caught Sir Gordon’s ... was the annual rate of interest accruing to banks from plastic (Daily 
Express, November 1977). -

-

spend to spend
spend

-
u spend of 

around $80 million ” (Economist, January 1978). 

mobile mobile
to mobile

-
ment to see her therapist” ;

„I

-
- to discotheque

discotheque -
are tired –

- to party party
to club club to night-club

night-club rage
to rage  go-go „

” to go „ , ", 
: „I don’t imagine him spending much time partying around town”  (Grisham, 1999, .

99); „They come to eat and drink, to swim, to party” (She, August 2009); „Those who didn’t fancy 
clubbing it could have tried their hand in the casino”  (The Journal, November 2010). 

-
-

twist - to twist to frug
frug

to rumba rumba to tango
– tango - u n even tango, for God's sake” 

- rap
- then, go 

ahead. Shake and shimmy. Twirl and di . Rumba, lambada, rap, if you like” (Cosmopolitan, 
September 2006). ’ , , .  70-
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t  chart, charts „
”. 

–
- chart

-
- bootleg

to bootleg
- bootlegged the show and gave copies to several 

friends” (New Musical Express, February 1973) -

bootleg to bootleg
cut to cut

, - : „There’s only one cut I have name for 
t, Career Girls” (New Musical Express, August 2001). 

-

- to mickey-mouse  „
”: „The machine broke, so I had to mickey-mouse a replacement part using

duct tape” (New Musical Express, June 1974).  
-

- out „

.
-

to wok, wok
to wok

 „ ”, - : „His [ n m’s] cookery series 
has b n repeated so often, that he has been responsible for more l learning to wok than anyone 
else in history” (The Observer, September 2002).

- -

to butter, to 
curry, to toast, to ginger ,

butter „ ” , to butter
 „ ”, - : „While he finished the omelette, I buttered English muffins 

and poured ff ” (Moran, 1989, c. 49); „Helen come in with plate of bacon and eggs, and Ian 
averted her eyes from it and began to butter piece of cold toast” (Johnson, 1992, c. 27).

ginger „ ” to ginger „ ;
”, curry „  – ” to 

curry „ ”. 
to flour flour „
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,  „
d shed u the m roly-poly, and was angered when I realized that Malcolm had pureed all the lumps 
in the custard and thrown the skin away!” (Sheldon, 1998, c. 82) -

 – to puree „ ; ”, uree
„ ”, to dish u  „ ” dish „ , ” to anger
„ , ” anger „ ”,  „

”. 
-

to goof goof
– -

lally  our 
reservation” (Coveney, 1994, c. 77)
around with her friends and that worries me greatly” (Dunkee, 1989, c. 288). 

to chicken chicken
-

(Take a Break Monthly, October 
2009) ken out, especially since it would obviously be 

(Armstrong, 1986, c. 152) to bottle
bottle

-
some” (Take a Break Monthly, July 2011) to bash bash

- to bash Democrats as being 
 (Guardian, February 2004). 

- to burn
out

burnout
burn

-

to burn 
-

–

- -five years. The first heart attack usually
slows them down enough to delay a second. Josh burned out by tending to Mr. Phelan’s maze of legal 
needs – securities … and dozen of personal matters” (Grisham, 1999, c. 33). to flag,

flag „ ”,  „ , ”. 
,

, - : „  10 ’clock I was beginning to flag and went u to bed (Fleming, 1993, c. 
39l).  Because if ou start flagging after the first couples of days, you’ll lose the men’s respect for 
ever” (Spencer, 1993, c. 32). fire „ ; ; ”

to f re  „ ”
 „ - ”, - : „ Monday, Senor 

nem had returned apparently fired with new determination” (Grisham, 1999, c. 404). ,
fire „ ” , ,
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, , .
maximum

-
to max

-
to max out

-
beer? – No, I maxed out (Take a Break Monthly, May 2014). to 
surf surf 00-

-

-
bomb

to bomb tag

to tag -
tag his house” 

(Guardian, October 2007). 
cowboy

cowboy

70-
-

cowboys over points” (Independent, 
February 1978).  

-
-

- to silicone 
silicone siliconed,

she seemed not quite real, like a magnificent transvestite, or an android” (She, March 2008).
- to mousse mousse

to gel, gel
„ ”,  „ ”, - : „Her attacker was 
a white male, in his early-20s, with short brown hair gelled at the front” (The Journal, August 2001).

 „ ”
to finger-dry ( finger „ ” dry „ ”), 

. 

- holiday
to holiday -

holidaying in Majorca” (New Musical Express, July 1953).
to week-end to honeymoon

to tourist
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- weekending on the coast” (She, September 1957). „Leslie and Henry 
honeymooned in Paris, and wherever they went, Leslie wondered whether Oliver and Jan had visited 
those same places” (Sheldon, 1998, c. 65). „My nephew Jim touristed in Oxford last summer, now he 
is a student there” (Daily Express, November 1964). „Don’t tourist me! I am an holiday here” 
(Cosmopolitan, April 1971).

exotic exotic
-
He has numerous kinds f exotics his 400-acre 

ranch for sale and use b  hunters” (The Observer, June 1978). 
to roller-skate „ ”  70-

roller-skates „ ”: „The Santa Monica complex was so large, the mail girls roller-skated to 
deliver the intracompany mail” (Economist, March 1978).

to roller-skate -
learned how to ride a bike, roller-skate, ride a horse, and swim” (She, August 2007). 

-

to air
air to be on the air

- aired within the 
hour, and the radio waves were filled with details of the wanton destruction” 

to air
-

t at the outset of „Bacall on Bogart”, which airs at 
8:30 p.m. Friday” (The Observer, March 2000).  

box
’ to b

„ ”, , - : „Royalties from 
Evelyn Waugh’s works in the couple of years after Brideshead was boxed, brought about $ 20 000 to 
each of his six children” (Guardian, March 2001); „At that point I said to her: „Someone didn’t come 
here to box, babe” (Grisham, 1996, c. 231). to blob „ ,

”, blob „ , ”. ,
, , - : „I 

can't even win a prize. And I don’t know why, guess I don’t like the prices. But I rather blob on 
holidays” (Take a Break Monthly, May 2012).

,
to surf to TV-surf „

”, - : „I spent hours surfing the TV and searching for information” 
(New Musical Express, September 2005); „There is a stylish and relaxing library lounge, where you 
can read, surf the TV or enjoy a cocktail” (Take a Break Monthly, July 1974).

, ’
, adspeak,

to ad (venise)+speak, - : „In the shorthand of political adspeak, “Washington” is the embodiment of 
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something wrong with politics and government” (The Washington Post, O tober 2006).
to cable up „

”, bl  „ ”: „In the States there are 44 million homes cabled u ,
which is why MTV is the number ne advertising earner in ble” (Guardian, une 1977). nasty,

nasty „ , ; , ”, ’
70-  „ ”, - : „The Conservative backbenchers who 

cheered Harold Wilson for delivering them from the nasties” (The Observer, March 1976).
, - : „West Germany hopes to keep its youth 

away from the nasties” (The Journal, 1977).  
. video  70-

to video-tape to video „ ”. -

to video-tape to video

- to video-tape a very funny incident 
last night” (Take a Break Monthly, October 2006). „My mother indulges the child horribly be 
videoing Clarkson’s testosterone-driven programmes and allowing William to watch them 
continuously” (Stuart, 1996, . 13). 

-
–
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