
59

811.111’367.625’37-112
DOI: https://doi.org/10.31861/gph2024.848.59-71

THE DYNAMICS OF ENGLISH SENSORY VERBS
MORPHOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS

6

n.holovatska@chnu.edu.ua
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2051-9454

The study is focused on the analysis of the 
dynamic development of the morphological 
functions of the main sensory verbs, which 
make up the core of five lexical-semantic fields 
of visual, auditory, gustatory, olfactory and 
tactile sensory perception, in the diachronic 
view and covers all periods of the English 
language development: Old English, Middle 
English, Early New English and New English. 
The objective is a detailed and in-depth study 
of the grammatical and phonetic 
characteristics of the main nuclear English 
sensory verbs at each stage of their 
development and highlighting the changes that 
took place in their morphological chronology. 
The main tasks are to track, analyze and 
compare the grammatical and phonetic 
characteristics of sensory verb lexemes of five 
main lexical-semantic fields to indicate the 
process of sensory perception in each 
historical period, comparing their dynamics 
and identifying all possible grammatical and 
phonetic changes that took place in the 
specified time period. Various methods, 
analyses and approaches were involved to 
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- 
comparative, quantitative analysis, analysis of 
dictionary definitions, comparative-historical 
method, diachronic-synchronic approach. The 
study is based on the use of all possible Old 
English, Middle English and Modern English 
dictionaries that are available. The results 
prove that in the subsystem of English sensory 
verbs denoting the processes of sensory 
perception, there have been noticeable 
changes on the grammatical and phonetic 
levels. Throughout all periods of the English 
language development, their grammatical and 
phonetic functions have been subjected to 
various forms of alignment and similar 
influence from the class of strong declension to 
weak declension. A significant part of the basic 
nuclear sensory verbs underwent quantitative 
and qualitative phonetic changes. 
Key words: grammatical changes, phonetic 
changes, diachrony, verbs of perception, 
morphology, historical periods. 
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-

-

– –

-

–
–

– –

– –

– –
keep (kept, kept)

– –
(taught, taught)

– – ad 
(led, led)

-

be-healdan (be- -
healden)

bi- behold (beheld, beheld)

keep (kept, kept)
know (knew, known)
can (could)
drive (drove, driven)
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findan (fand, funden) finden (fand, funden) find (found, found)
lead (led, led)

) meet (met, met)
on-gitan (on- -giten) an- get on (got, got)

show (showed, shown)
seek (sought, sought)
see (saw, seen)

þoht) think (thought, thought)
under-standan (under- -
standen)

under-
understanden)

understand (understood, 
understood)

wacian (wacode, wacod) wake (woke, woken)
en) wit (wot / wist, wist)

–
-

-
-

ge-frigen, -fregen, -frægen),
2) frinan ( . . frune, . frunen; .  frunen),

. . –

–
–

–
– - -

–
–

-

– – . hear (heard, heard)
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biddan (bæd, beden) bidden (bæd, beden) bid (bade, bidden)
-
hear (heard, heard)
read (read, read)

secgan (sægde, sægd) seggen (sægde, seid) say (said, said)
sprecan (spræc, sprecen) speak (spoke, spoken)

-

–
raught, raght) – Reek

C
.

. stincan (stanc, stuncen) – . stinken (stanc, stonken) – . stink (stank, stunk)

-

–

–

n – 

– - - - -þegd),

• sporettan, spornettan –
–te)

• steartlian – – –ed);
• clifrian – – –

-
• cnossian – – –od);
• fecgan – -fecgan,

ge-fecgan;
• flocan, floccan – - –ed);

–
– – - 

• hæftan – 
-hæftan, ge-hæftan, ge-hæftnan, ge-hæftnian; 
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• hafetian – – –

• hafenian – – –

• sporettan, spornettan – –te);
• steartlian – –ede –ed

feaht, feht) – . fecchen, feechen, focchen ( .
. feight(e)) – . fetch (~ed)

. læccan ( . . læhte; . læht) – . l . . –
latch (~ed)

–
–

–
gripen) –

–
–

–
–

spannen) – . spannen ( . . spenned) – .
Span

–
–

–
togen) –

feel (felt, felt) 

– – . feel (felt, felt)

. . sliton; . sliten) – . . islit) – . slit (slit, slit)

 3 ,
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.

-

• a- - - -cworren, -

• swolgettan – –te);
wolstan – -te, –ed

-cwolstan;
• glendran – – ade, - –ad, -ed),

-
glendran, for-glendrian (- –ode); 
• frettan – - –

-frettan. 

-

n) –
–

–
freten) –

wen) – céaw
cuwon cowen) –

– –

beat (beat, beaten)
dragan (drog, dragen) drawen (dro , ) draw (drew, drawn)

feel (felt, felt)
gifan (geaf, gifen) give (gave, given)

geten (gat, geten) get (got, got)
hold (held, held)

hittan (hitte, ?) hitten (hitte, hit) hit (hit, hit)
slay (slew, slain)
strike (struck, struck)

swingan (swang, swungen) swingan (swang, sw(u)ngen) swing (swung, swung)
take (took, taken)
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- 

„beg”. 

–
–

–
sopen) –

–
–

– –

-

bite (bit, bitten)
drincan (dranc, druncen) drinken (dranc, drunken) drink (drank, drunk)
etan (æt, eten) eat (ate, eaten)

gnawen) gnaw (gnawed, gnawn)
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-

Sc wian sch wen, scheauwen Show
Wacian w kien Wake
t hte) t chen, technen ( . .

tahte, taute, tehte)
tea aught)

be-healdan bih lden behold
Cn wan cn wen Know
on-gitan an- iten get on
Þencan þenchen Think
wacian (wacode, wacod) w kien (w keden, w ked) wake (woke, woken)
Cweðan eðen Quoth
Sw gan sw ven Sough
h ran h ren Hear
Frignan freinen Frayn
r da rd) r den (r dde) read (read)
Sprecan sp ken Speak
R can r ken Reek
Wrecan wr ken Wreak
Læccan l cchen Latch
F n f n Fang
T n t n Tow
Gitan geten Get
Healdan healden, h lden Hold
Sl n sl n Slay
Swelgan swe swallow
C wan ch wen Chew
Br can br ken, brouken Brook
S pan s pen Sup
S can s gan s ken Suck
etan ten Eat

n ng

r
n w 6).
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-

can chen Reck
sc sch cheauwen Show
c k Keep
c c Know

can chen Seek
þencan þenchen Think
wacian kien Wake
frignan freinen Frayn
cweðan eðen Quoth
sw gan sw ven Sough
secgan seggen Say
sprecan sp ken Speak

can ken Reek
wrecan ken Wreak
feccan fecchen Fetch
læccan cchen Latch

n n Fang
can chen Reach
n n Tow

dragan wen draw, drag
n n Slay

swelgan swel en Swallow
Þicgan þiggen Thig

can ken, brouken Brook
gnagan gnawen, gna en, gnaggen Gnaw

can, gan ken Suck

- 
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